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Upcoming Events for February & March 2026 

 
Sunday, February 1, 8, 22. 
Raiden Kids Taiko / 4:00PM-5:30PM 

Tuesday, February 3, 17, 24. 
Museum / 10:00AM-2:00PM 

Wednesday, February 4, 11. 
Senior Taiko Exercise / 10:30AM-12:00PM 

Thursday, February 5, 19. 
Craft Group / 10:00AM-2:00PM 

Saturday, February 7. 
Sushi Dinner / 6:00PM 

Tuesday, February 10. 
Re-opening Museum / 10:00AM-2:00PM 

Tuesday, February 10, 17, 24. 
Japanese Language Class (Beginners) 
6:00PM-8:00PM 

Wednesday, February 11, 18, 25. 
Japanese Language Class 
(Intermediate & Advanced) / 6:00PM-8:00PM 

Sunday, February 22. 
Pancake Breakfast / 9:00AM-10:30AM 

Friday, February 27. 
Udon Lunch / 11:30AM & 12:15PM 
 

Sunday, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. 
Raiden Kids Taiko / 4:00PM-5:30PM 

Tuesday, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 
Museum / 10:00AM-2:00PM  

Tuesday, March 3, 10. 
Japanese Language Class (Beginners) 
6:00PM-8:00PM 

Wednesday, March 4, 11, 18. 
Senior Taiko Exercise / 10:30AM-12:00PM 

Wednesday, March 4, 11. 
Japanese Language Class (Intermediate & Advanced) 
6:00PM-8:00PM 

Thursday, March 5, 19. 
Craft Group / 10:00AM-2:00PM 

Friday, March 20. 
Udon Lunch / 11:30AM & 12:15PM 
Please note date changed 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The annual 
Hina-matsuri 
(Girl’s Day) event is 
coming next month. 
The details are TBA. 
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DONATE YOUR EMPTIES 
Download the Return-It App to donate 

your empty beverage containers to KJCA! 

https://app.return-it.ca/kjca 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Email Address 
Change 

KJCA’s email address has changed. 
New email address: 

contact@kjca.ca 
Please update your records accordingly. 

Hello Everyone, 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Kim Tabata, and I’m the new President of the KJCA. 
I’d like to warmly wish everyone a very Happy New Year! 
I’d like to acknowledge and thank Lance for serving as President over the past two years and for all the time and hard work he 
dedicated to the KJCA. 
We held our AGM on Saturday Jan 17, 2026, and I’m thrilled to announce we have a total of 17 board members.  
We have a wonderful mix 
of experienced senior 
board members and 
enthusiastic new 
members. We plan to 
work together to provide 
meaningful cultural 
events and programs at 
the Centre. 
I am excited to work 
alongside each of you as 
we guide the KJCA 
forward. Together, we 
have the opportunity not 
only to ensure its 
survival, but to help it 
flourish for generations 
to come. Everyone plays 
a vital role in shaping our 
path, and strengthening 
our future while 
honoring the roots, 
history, and traditions of 
the KJCA. I look forward 
to all we will accomplish 
together. 
 
Thank you for your 
continued support of the 
KJCA. 
 
~ Kim Tabata 
    President 

 

President’s Report 

KJCA’s 2026 Board 
From left to right: 
Back Row                Middle Row                   Front Row 
Lance Yamada - Past President          Jo-Anne Kobayashi               Sayaka Suemine Elander 
Mary Ann Mochizuki             Kim Iwanaka               Kim Tabata - President 
Donna Tabata - Treasurer             Wakana Yoshizato               George Uyeda 
Morgan Elander - Vice President       Heather Gooch               Robert Hamaguchi 
Devin Gooch              Sharon Harcott - Office Coordinator        James Hiroki Howe - Secretary 
Lyle Hirowatari  
 
Missing from photo: 

Wendy Reddeman 
Miyuki Black 
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Thank You for Your 
Generous Donations 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
following people for their donations 
from December 21, 2025, to January 
23, 2026. 
 
General 
Arnie & Bernie Bepple 
Caroline Cooper 
Reg & Mary Cowles 
Irene Desrocher  
Tony & Kaz Dufficy 
Doreen Eide 
Wendy Feist 
Deborah Gonvick 
Lyle Hirowatari 
Gordon & Lynn Gordey 
Claire Johnson  
Anna Kato 
Alan Kuroyama 
Dave & Pat McDonald  
Kathy Mason 
Edna Miyahara  
Mary Ann Mochizuki  
Misaye Munro  
Shirley Nakashima  
Gary & Cindy Nakazawa 
Harry & Shoko Nishimura 
Takako Nukina 
Seiko & Penny Ouchi 
Marie Reed 
Norio & Marie Sakaki 
Pat Schrottner 
Les & Colleen Tabata 
Marlowe Tahara 
Hisayoshi & Yukiko Takahashi 
Sydney Takahashi 
Wesley & Pamela Takeuchi 
Adam & Sarah Turtle  
William White 
Lisa Yamada    
     
In Memory of Fred Sawada 
Connie Komori 
Anthony Hodgson 
Mike Hanry 
     
In Memory of Tomas Iio 
Robert Iio 
 
Memory of Sakaye Kotani 
Lois Klingbeil 
 
In Honour of Heather Gooch for All 
the Volunteering She Does at the 
Centre 
Shari Finlay   

Renew Your 2026 KJCA Membership 
We invite all members to renew their 2026 KJCA Membership. 
Payment options (no service fees): 
• Cash 
• Cheque - Make cheques payable to: Kamloops Japanese Canadian Association 
• E-transfer to contact@kjca.ca 
Square payment option: 
• Convenience fee: $1.00 per item 
You may also renew online by visiting: 
https://kjca.ca/membership/ 
 
Membership Fee Increase Effective April 1, 2026 
Beginning April 1, 2026, the following membership rates will apply: 
• Single Adult – $30 
• Couple or Family – $40 
• Student – $10 
• Single Senior – $20 
• Senior Couple – $25 
• Seniors born before 1938 – Free 
Thank you for your continued support of the KJCA. 
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Friday, 
February 27th, 2026. 

We require that you phone 
250-376-9629 or email contact@kjca.ca 

your udon and sushi order 
and any reservation. 

 
Please note: New cutoff for orders is 

February 25th at 2:00pm. 
 

We will have 2 sittings, 
11:30 am and 12:15 pm. Or Takeout. 

 
Eat in Udon $15.00 and Sushi $13.00 
Take out Udon $13.00 and Sushi $13.00 

 
If you have mobility issues, please let us know when placing your 
order or reservation — we will be happy to open the back gate 
for easier access. 
 

*Please note the new email address and the new cutoff day. 

contact@kjca.ca 
 c o n t a c t @ k j c a . c a 

Year of the Horse 
2026 is the year of the Horse. Horse is energetic, independent, 
sociable, adventurous, quick and smart! 
Horse can be impatient, restless and sometimes impulsive, 
always seeking new experiences. 
They need space and dislike restrictions often driven by 
ambition and a desire for success. 
Horse is most compatible with Tiger, Dog and Sheep, forming 
strong, adventurous and loyal bonds. 
They are least suitable with Rat, Ox  
and Rooster, due to differences  
in independence  
and 
temperament. 
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The museum and archives will be open at 10:00AM Tuesday, February 10th for KJCA members 
and the public and for every Tuesday (10:00 - 2:00PM) thereafter except in July in August.  
The soft opening and reception for invited guests was held on January 31, 2026, with 26 
attending.  Initial feedback was very positive.  Special thanks to the KJCA--Wendy and Donna and team 
for refreshments, and to Chizu Kan for performing on the koto and shamisen. 
 
In the February 2026 “Nikkei Voice” the 
story of our Mr. Tetsuo Sakaki (Senior) 
that was written by his granddaughter 
Susan Chong (Terry’s daughter), will be 
published. She wrote this interesting 
story for our KJCA museum display and 
added precious photos. 
 
Displays re: “The Early Years” will be in 
English, with a lot of Japanese 
translations, for the first time in our 
museum and archives history. Thank you, 
Kiko and Chizu. 
 
The exhibits are being worked on 
continuously, so we welcome any 
information from visitors and KJCA 
members.  We have so many questions 
about families who have lived here but 
haven’t found a lot of information about 
yet.  In addition, we will be continuing 
with interviews of Elders, both Japanese 
Canadian and other local residents as 
time permits. 
 
Please share with us your memories, 
family histories, photos and memorabilia 
to enhance the display. 
Items can be for loan only, or donated to 
the museum and archives. 
 
Also please note:  The Things Japanese  
Sale is coming up, Saturday 18 April!!  
Please bring in your donations for the sale  
any time between 10 AM and 2PM Monday to Friday at the Bunka Centre. 
Contact us by sending an email to  kjcma2012@gmail.com or leaving a phone message at KJCA with 
your contact details. 
 
~ Brian Hayashi  

KJC Museum & Archives 
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After a nice break over the holidays, 
everyone was rested and excited for 
drumming in January. We have been 
learning some new drills - including one 
where you bounce on a yoga ball to keep the 
beat. WOW! What a leg workout! 

As far as events go, it was a quite month. On 
the 24 we held a workshop for the Unplug & 
Play Family Literacy Week. There were 
several returning participants who have 
enjoyed past workshops with us so much 
they wanted to do it again! And a few first 
timers as well. 

If you attended the New Year Potluck Party, 
you would have seen a presentation from 
the KJCA’s museum group. There was a 
strong message about recording the past 
before it is forgotten. I have had the honour 
of writing about Raiden’s history for the 
KJCA’s museum re-opening. Writing it was 
not hard, but I had to ask Lance, Les and 
Cathie (our three longest members) a long 
list of questions. I was thankful for the 
opportunity to learn about the history, but it 
made us all realize that most of Raiden does 
not know much about our group’s past. 
Taking inspiration from the museum group, 
we want to record and share our history 
better for the next generations for Raiden. 
  
Thanks, 
~ Heather Gooch 

 
 

 
  

Raiden Taiko 

1) Western Regional Conference: Planning is 
underway for the Western Regional Conference taking 
place in the spring. Regional meetings provide focused 
opportunities to collaborate, strengthen connections, 
share ideas & information to help support capacity 
building. I will have more details to share in the near 
future. 
 
2) NAJC Representative-Alternate: Please let me know if 
you are interested in the position of NAJC 
Representative-Alternate. NAJC meetings take place 
quarterly via Zoom and besides the regional 
conferences; there is a Canada wide NAJC conference 
that takes place annually. This year, the conference is 
taking place in Montreal.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to learn about what is happening at the 
national level to help support member organizations. 
For more information about the alternate role and 
responsibilities, please contact me at 250-851-2697 or 
email: bananaland5@hotmail.com 
 
3) NAJC Endowment Fund Applications: 
2026 Endowment Fund applications are now open! 
Investing in our community’s future, the Japanese 
Canadian Redress Foundation (JCRF) and NAJC provide 
grants through the Cultural Development (CD), Sports, 
Education & Arts Development (SEAD), and Young 
Leaders programs. These programs empower projects 
that celebrate Japanese Canadian culture, nurture 
leadership, and strengthen our 
community. Application Deadline: March 31, 2026 
 
Thank you! 
 
~ Lana Tomiye 
    NAJC Liaison 

National Association 
of Japanese Canadians 
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Second session of Senpai TaikoFUN! announced 
Following up on the successful launch of Senpai TaikoFUN! the second session starts on March 4 and runs until April 8. 
What participants of Session 1 have said: *It was great! *Thank you!! It was fun! * Thank you for the warm welcome. 
The pace is very good. Domo arigato. * Felt apprehensive about going to Taiko classes; but quickly became at ease as 
you explained the purpose and origin of Senpai Taiko. * Great new experience good to get moving. It was a fun way to 
exercise. *I had such a good time. Very enjoyable. Keep up the good work. 
 
Location: 
Kamloops Japanese 
Canadian Cultural 
Centre, Yamada 
Room 
 
Dates: 
March 4, 11, 18, 
April 1, 8 
 
Time: 
10:30 AM to noon 
 
Eligibility: 
KJCA members born 
in 1961 or earlier 
 
Fee: $25 
 
Registration: 
By email 
contact@kjca.ca or 
by phone 
250-376-9629 
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Please support our sponsors. 

The judo season began the New Year on a high note in Abbotsford at the BC 
Provincial Kata Championships. The Kamloops Judo Club was well 
represented, sending two certified judges and four Nage-no-Kata teams to 
compete—two in the junior division and two in the senior division. 

Our athletes proudly represented the club, bringing home an impressive total, of three 
medals. Arlo and Amari Corkle, as well as Imogen and Anabelle Sudworth earned silver 
medals. While Benjamin Harcott and Bryan Uyeda captured a gold medal. 

The competition schedule is set to ramp up over the 
coming weeks, with the next major event being the BC 
Provincial Championships, also held in Abbotsford. We 
wish all our members the very best of luck as they 
continue into the upcoming tournaments. 
 

Kamloops Judo Club 
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Please support our sponsors. 


